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Dear Residents, 

As our seasons change from Summer to Fall, take time to enjoy our beautiful 
surroundings including but not limited to Alum Creek. The trees along the banks of the 
reservoir offer some of the finest fall foliage nature has to offer.  

As many of you have noticed, the fall night sky has offered some wonderful star gazing 
opportunities with planets as well as an abundance of stars clearly visible. The Big Dipper 
has seemed almost reachable in the northern sky as of late.  

As always, while we enjoy the splendors of nature during our current season, we seem to 
wonder what our next season will bring us. Will the Farmer’s Almanac be accurate with its 
long range forecast for a near normal winter or will mother nature unleash her fury upon 
us and bury us with snow and below zero temperatures?  

As a township, we have already begun preparing for the winter season, some salt remains 
from last year and the trustees have already appropriated monies for this winter. Our road 
department employees as well as our part-time drivers have done an excellent job and we 
have made some additional purchases that will improve some of the processes that are 
utilized in the removal of snow and the application of salt and slag.  

Trick or Treat night will be observed on October 31st from 6:00-8:00 PM but don’t forget to 
bring the little ones to our annual open house that will be held at the fire station at the 
corner of Cheshire Road and Old State. This event has always been popular with many 
interesting activities taking place which include some fire safety tips as well as hands on 
demonstrations.  

ODOT has been performing studies for the 36/37 and I-71 interchange. It looks like the 
improvements that will make the area safer as well as less congested will not be 
completed until at least 2012 or 2013. As many of you travel this area on a daily basis, I 
am sure you understand that this exit is in dire need of an upgrade.  

If you are unable to attend our trustee meetings that are usually held the second and 
fourth Mondays of each month, log on to our web site @ www.berlintwp.us to view the 
minutes of our meetings as well as other informative tidbits.  

In closing, I would like to invite each and every one of you to let me know if there are any 
areas of concern within our township. I will do my best to continue to serve the people of 
Berlin Township. The best way to reach me is by email which is posted on the margin of 
this newsletter. I hope to see you soon.  
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Berlin Township Fire Department Open House by Lieutenant Steve Arnold 

The Berlin Township Fire Department will host its annual Open House on Sunday, October 31, from 1:00 PM to 3 PM.  
at the fire station located at 2708 Lackey Old State Rd.  Remember October is National Fire Safety Month. 

Activities this year include: 

∗ Sparky the Firedog – Sparky will be here to meet and greet children all day long 

∗ Fire Extinguisher Demo 

∗ Fire Department Equipment on Display 

∗ The Fire Window will be here again so you can use the fire hose. 

∗ Meet our Fire Dog Shelby –She will do training on STOP DROP and ROLL 

∗ 2:00 PM we will hand out the awards for the coloring contest 

∗ Along with many other service organizations 

As always, visitors will be able to take scheduled tours of the firehouse and see all of the equipment available to       
firefighters. 

We will also have for the children…. 

∗ Popcorn,  Refreshments,  Hot Dogs – Provided by Berlin Township Trustees 

∗ Candy of the season       WEAR YOUR HALLOWEEN COSTUMES 

So there will be something for everyone at this years event come have a great time and THINK FIRE SAFETY. 

For more information about the Berlin Township Fire Department Open House contact Lieutenant Steve Arnold or Joe 
Pichert at (740) 548-6031. 

I’d like to start this article by thanking you for the passage in 
May of the fire levy.   Counting our last fire levy, this means 
that there will be no increase in fire millage over a time span of 
nine years.  It gives the township the stability it needs to 
continue to improve your fire service.  An example of this 
improvement is that coverage, with scheduled firefighters at 
the station, has already been expanded to include both 
weekends and holiday daytime coverage.  Other time periods 
are covered by call-in, automatic response and mutual aid 
agreements.  Additionally, funds are being put aside to 
purchase an additional tanker/pumper and overhaul our 1995 
tanker/pumper.  Both of these activities will be accomplished in 
the next three to four years.  This strategy will assure that we 
will have the ability to supply water for fighting fires in the more 
rural areas of our township well into the future.  We will 
accomplish this through careful budgeting and execution. 
 
                                                                                                   

It should be noted, that the agreement with the County, that 
provides 24/7 EMS coverage at our Fire Station, was recently 
altered to accommodate an additional vehicle (EMS, stretcher 
equipped “Gator”).  The “Gator” will be used to take care of 
injuries on the mountain bike trail and other inaccessible areas 
in Alum Creek State Park, a large percentage of which is in our 
Township.  The County has also located, with the approval of 
your Board of Trustees, a County Emergency (9-1-1) 
communication vehicle in the Fire Station.  At the same time 
the County has agreed to an increase in the annual fee paid to 
the Township under our ten year space lease agreement. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at our annual Open House to be 
held at the Fire Station Sunday, October 31st from 1-3 PM.   
See you there and thanks again for your support of your Fire 
Department! 

Fire Department Continues to Improve  by Trustee Phil Panzarella 
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Zoning Commission Completes Review 
of 1999 Comprehensive Land Use Plan                          
by Zoning Inspector Ray Armstrong 

Road Department News by Trustee Ron Bullard 

The Zoning Commission has completed their review of the 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan and will be forwarding their 
recommendations to the Trustees in the October -November 
timeframe.  There will be another round of public hearings with 
the Trustees prior to any action being taken. 

The election season has started and candidate signs are 
beginning to appear.  Please remember to place them outside of 
the right-of-ways.  That is, in yards and not between the ditches 
and roads, road intersections, nor public property.  Please help 
us keep the roads safe for everyone. 

If you are planning projects for this fall, please contact the zoning 
office for permits that might be required and information 
regarding setbacks and development standards.  The Zoning 
Office hours are Monday thru Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
except holidays. 

The DKMM recycle bin is exchanged twice a week.  The 
normal schedule is for the bin to be emptied on Monday 
and Thursday. DKMM is always working to make recycling 
easier and more cost effective. 

The Abitibi Paper Retriever bins are emptied biweekly.  We 
started out with a single bin and are now up to three bins.  
The trustees are working to increase the paved area used 
for the recycle bins, which will make bin exchange easier.   

Voting has begun for the 2010 General Election.  You can vote early at 
the Delaware County Board of Elections, 2079 US Hwy 23N, Delaware, 
OH  43015.  Hrs are M-F 8am-4:30pm.  You can also vote in the office 
on the last two Saturdays of October, 10/23/10  and 10/30/10  from 8am 
until 12 noon. 
 
To request an Absentee Voter Application Form , please do one of the 
following: 

• You can download an Absentee Voter Application Form  from our website, 
www.co.delaware.oh.us./boe.   Print the form, fill it out and mail to Delaware 
County Board of Elections, 2079 US Hwy 23 N, P.O. Box 8006, Delaware, 
OH 43015.  You will need one form per voter. 

or 
• Call the Delaware County Board of Elections at (740) 833-2080 and we’ll    

mail you the forms you need.   

Voting Early for the 2010 General Election        
by Delaware County Board of Elections 

Recycling Update by Trustee Ron Bullard 

This year major roadway projects have been completed, 
which include: 

•     Pavement work in the Meadows at Cheshire, available 
funds for this $336,421.57 are provided as follows: grants from 
the Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC), $198,600 and the 
Delaware County Engineer $50,000, and Berlin Township 
$87,821.57. 
•     Along with Orange Township, Jointly Repaving Shanahan 
Road. 
•     Chip and Seal paving of Baker, Big Run, a portion of Curve, 
and Heverlo Roads 
• Crack sealing on various roads 
• Several full depth repair projects 
•     Various areas of ditch cleaning 
• The trustees have applied for 2011 OPWC and County 

Engineer support for work on Hollenback and Piatt Roads 
(south of Peachblow Rd). 

There are several active fall projects: 

•     More ditch cleaning 
•     Installation of an aggregate storage area just north of the 
salt storage facility.  This new storage area will result in both 
time and material cost savings.  
 
Fall is here, which means snow will be here soon.  Our 
drivers are experienced with snow removal but some basic 
rules for snow that will help are: 

•     Allow extra travel time for your trips. 
•     Keep children and those young at heart away from the road 
drifts, when the snow plows are in the area.  The drivers can’t 
always see people playing in the drifts. 
•     Check your mailbox to make sure it is strong enough to 
handle the snow as it comes off the plow. 
•     Keep a clear distance from the trucks when they are 
plowing snow and spreading salt. 
•     If a snow plow is coming toward you, until it passes, try to 
stay on your side of the road. 
• Wave when you get the opportunity. 

D aylight savings time ends, November 7, 
don’t forget to change your clock back one 

hour. The Fire Department recommends this is a 
good reminder to change the batteries in our 
smoke alarms! 
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Zoning Office Hours:  Monday—Friday 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 Zoning Inspector, Ray Armstrong—Zoning Secretary, Cathy Rippel 

Trustee  and Zoning Commission meeting minutes, along with other 
township information can be found on the Township website @ 

www.berlintwp.us 
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Annual Berlin Township Halloween  
Open House  

Sunday, October 31, 2010 

 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.* 
(*Please note new time) 

Berlin Township Fire Department 

2708 Lackey Old Sate Road 
 

Visitors to our Open House will be treated to candy, 
popcorn, fruit drink, coffee,  free hot dogs (while supplies 
last), and many handouts relating to fire safety.  

 Everyone is encouraged to wear their Halloween costume 
and join in the fun.  There will be many displays of vehicles 
and equipment for everyone to enjoy! See inside for more 
details. 
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